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Equity Work During the Pandemic
Berta Rivera, Bridger Trap, Josh Vance, & Suzuho Shimasaki



Overview of Equity Work During the Pandemic

● Cultural and linguistic translations of materials
● Inclusive outreach 
● Partnership with community leaders
● Creation of Tri-County Hispanic/Latinx Outreach and Engagement Coalition
● Community meetings 
● Accessible testing
● Hiring of bilingual and bicultural staff
● Recognition of Iliana Renteria (Helen K Klanderud Exemplary Service Award)
● Vaccine equity committee



Protect Our Neighbors (PON)
Suzuho Shimasaki



Background

● Funding from CDPHE
○ Protect our Neighbors Grant

■ Planning: $50,000
■ Implementation: $150,000

● Partnerships
○ Tri-County Hispanic/Latinx Outreach and Engagement Coalition
○ West Mountain Regional Health Alliance 

● Contracted community leaders
○ Advisors: Kenya Pinela and Mari Plaza-Munet
○ Coordinators: Ana Tapia, Brenda Kaiser, and Soira Ceja



Planning - Methods

● Representation of Latinx community voices (sample)
○ 392 people reached through interviews and focus groups
○ 14 diverse communities (towns/cities) from Aspen to Parachute 
○ 4 school districts 

● Hearing from the community (data collection) 
○ Purpose: learn how people were being impacted by COVID-19, their understanding of the 

virus and transmission control strategies, and resource/support needs 
○ Interview/focus group guides were designed to open up dialogues and hear stories about each 

person’s experiences 

● Understanding the community (data analysis)
○ Looked for similarities and difference within and between five subgroups:

■ Adult women, adult men, youth (14-18), college students, and elders 



Planning - Results

Top 10 areas of life negatively affected by COVID-19

● 79% employment (job loss, reduced hours, work environment changes)
● 63% financial stability challenges
● 59% sense of safety
● 59% lack of meaningful connection to others
● 50% adult or child education
● 48% overall wellbeing and mental health
● 41% access to basic household supplies
● 35% access to adequate and nutritious food
● 27% access to childcare
● 17% access to housing or shelter



Planning - Results

● Over 40% were unaware of available COVID-19 testing 
● Nearly half (49%) were not aware of their rights as employees
● The majority of participants were not aware of available mental health 

services
○ 91% of elders
○ 82% of high school youth
○ 66% of men
○ 65% of women
○ 36% of college students

● Top three ways to get information about COVID-19 were Facebook, TV news 
(Univision), and radio (La Tricolor)



Planning - Results

● Opportunities for Public Health
○ Create a comprehensive resource guide for underrepresented communities 
○ Update COVID-19 service organizations to indicate Spanish speaking providers 

● Opportunities for Community Organizations
○ Provide warm handoffs to direct service providers 
○ Create accountability measures for culturally inclusive and culturally responsive services 

■ Being respectful
■ Becoming educated on basic Latinx cultural issues of Latinx groups in the area
■ Awareness about one’s potential privilege 
■ Uncovering hidden judgement and unconscious implicit biases

○ Collaborate with mental health programs and providers that are culturally inclusive and culturally 
relevant to serve the complex needs of different members of the Latinx community 



Infrastructure

● Messages
○ General COVID messaging
○ Testing locations
○ Why you should get tested
○ COVID resources
○ COVID symptoms - what do I do?

● Media outlets
○ Radio
○ Television
○ Pandora and Spotify ads
○ Social media 

Providing resources/information for equity



● Sgt. Carlos Cornejo

Infrastructure

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1y57PJBvq4V-5kIuark04kGm17X5wctrL/view


Preventative Block Grant (PBG)
Bridger Trap

Suzuho Shimasaki



Purpose

Minimize impacts of and address pre-existing  
inequities exacerbated by COVID-19 Pandemic

Support all community members 
○ Access to community resources
○ Mental Health services and awareness

Minimize gaps in equity with culturally 
and linguistically congruent services



Community Resource 
Network

Spanish Mental Health 
Media Campaign

 (Online & Printed)

Health Equity Training 
Plan

Outputs



Partnership

● Tri-County Hispanic/Latinx Outreach and 
Engagement Coalition

● Community Advocate Position and Health 
Equity Intern

● Strengthening Relationships with Internal and 
External Partners

● Community-driven Approaches



Community-Driven Media Campaign

Iliana Renteria (Encarnacion Renteria)
Mari Plaza (Community Advocate)
Rosa Saucedo (PCPH)

Berta Rivera (PCPH)
Abril Ramos (PCPH)
Samuel Bernal (La Tricolor)



Mi mente es mi casa y en 
ella protejo mi paz. 
My mind is my home and I 
protect my peace in it.

Me quiero y me acepto, eso 
es mi superpoder.
I love and accept myself. 
That is my superpower.

Es de hombres caerse, 
pero es de valientes 
levantarse.
All men fall, but brave men 
ones stand up. 

Tal como cultivo mi jardín, 
cultivo mi mente.  
In the same manner that I 
tend my garden I tend my 
mind.

Community-Driven Messaging



Questions?



Long-Haul COVID-19 Study
Josh Vance MPH, MEd & Berta Rivera



What is Long-Haul COVID?

Symptoms or conditions that persist or develop following the 
acute phase of COVID-19.

It has several different names:
● Long-Haul COVID
● Long-Term COVID
● Post-Acute Sequelae of COVID-19 (PASC)
● Post-COVID Syndrome
● And others....

This is a very in-depth topic with much ongoing research and we won’t be able to cover 
all aspects of this topic during this presentation.



Is Long-Haul COVID new?
In the aftermath of the 1918 Influenza Pandemic, at least 
4,322 patients in the United States developed Encephalitis 
lethargica, largely associated with the novel influenza

Measles infection can cause immune damage in some 
patients, post-infectious encephalitis (~0.1%) and very 
rarely cause subacute sclerosing panencephalitis 
(~0.001%) in the years following infection.

Those infected with campylobacteriosis may develop 
Guillain-Barre syndrome, reactive arthritis (~1-5%), or 
irritable bowel syndrome.



Current Research
Studies estimate that between 10-40% of those with COVID-19 will experience at 
least one new symptom or condition following COVID-19 infection. 

Some individuals with long-haul COVID were asymptomatic during acute 
infection.

Sequelae differ among persons who were hospitalized and those who were not 
as well as age, preexisting health status, among other factors. For example, 
younger patients may report different sequelae than older patients.

Many studies are finding different results depending on who was sampled, when 
they were sampled, which symptoms they were asked about, etc.

https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamanetworkopen/fullarticle/2776560



One Study
Large Veterans Affairs Study comparing non-hospitalized and hospitalized 
patients six-months after infection

https://www.nature.com/articles/s41586-021-03553-9



Local Study: Methodology
● PCPH DI team wrote a questionnaire in August 2020 to assess the current and future needs 

of the community members with specific regard to long-term effects of COVID-19. 
● Interviews were conducted via telephone survey between six and seven months after 

diagnosis with COVID-19. 
● Any new condition that the individual did not have prior to diagnosis with COVID-19 and had 

experienced within the week prior to the interview were counted as sequelae. 
● Every effort was made to include all residents with a diagnosis of COVID-19 from March 

through August 2020, independent of the severity of their initial symptoms. 
○ People interviewed: 103 (67.8% response rate)

● A total of 157 infections were reported to PCPH from March through August 2020. 
○ Eligibility: A resident of Pitkin County at the time of both acute illness and follow-up 

interview and tested positive via RT-PCR test (or were epi-linked). 
○ Epi-linked case: When a patient has had contact with a person with COVID-19 and 

developed symptoms. Antigen tests were not available during this time.
● 5 patients were excluded from the study.

○ 2 individuals died during acute illness and 3 individuals moved out of the county 
following acute illness.



Number of Symptoms Reported



By Age



By Ethnicity



By Income Level



By Insurance



By Symptoms 



Resources for Those Experiencing Long-Term Effects

NIH Research

Social Media 
Support 
Groups



Questions/Discussion
● What are some takeaways from the presentations? 

● How do the presented topics associate with your role as a BOH 

member?

● Questions? 



Shifting Roles and Responsibilities of Disease 
Investigation Team Members

Josh Vance



Roles
● 5 full-time case investigators and contact tracers

○ Call every positive case within 24 hours
○ Contact trace each case
○ Coordinate with businesses, schools, event planners
○ Other duties:

■ Support the vaccine street team
■ Attend vaccine clinics
■ Work the vaccine hotline
■ Conduct outreach to businesses
■ Investigate other non-COVID reportable diseases
■ Etc.

● 4 team members that support on a voluntary basis



Epidemiology Update
Josh Vance



Incidence & Case Counts



Where We Stand

135.2

197.9

96.8

316.3



Breakthrough Cases

Pitkin County has documented a high rate of vaccine breakthrough cases (66% of all cases as of 08/10)



Breakthrough Cases, cont.
Some Possible Explanations
1) Waning of vaccines or less effective vaccines due to Delta variant 

(recent preprint)
2) Vaccination rates are higher than projected (e.g. residents 

vaccinated elsewhere and not included in our counts)
3) Testing behaviors differ between vaccinated and unvaccinated 

persons
4) Higher risk activity levels differ between vaccinated and 

unvaccinated persons
5) Dilution of our county’s high vaccination rate with introduction of 

visitors who are less likely to be vaccinated (next three slides)



Vaccine Waning Among Some

The line represents the rate of persons with vaccine breakthrough infection by month of their final dose



Cases Differentiated by Visitor and Resident



Visitors Less Likely to be Vaccinated

42%
58%

66%

34%



Cases Coming From Many Different Places

Not all cases among visitors were exposed before arriving; some were exposed after arriving.



Vaccination Update
Jordana Sabella



Pitkin County COVID-19 Vaccination 
Currently 81% of the total population of Pitkin County has had at least one dose

● Post Mass Vax Site (April 30th-July 30th)

○ Mobile community sites

○ Weekly clinical appointments at Community Health Services

○ Focus on Pfizer and Johnson & Johnson since other providers have Moderna

● 1268 Total Doses Administered

○ 130 J&J, 346 Moderna, 792 Pfizer

○ 521 1st Doses (Including Single Dose J&J), 747 2nd Doses (Moder 2nd doses in May)

○ High return rate for 2nd doses

● Demographics

○ 33% Self-Identified Latinx

○ Age 12-18 yo 39%; 18-30 y/o 18%; 30-50 yo 31%; 50+ yo12%

○ Gender: Female 46%; Male 54%



Current Efforts
● Bring more medical providers online

○ 5 have expressed interest

○ PCPH and CHS have been in touch to provide support

○ Meet the potential need for younger patients and those with unique medical 

circumstances

● Community Clinics in August

○ Aug 18 10am-2pm Aspen Middle School

○ Aug 20 11am-2:30pm 16 Kearns Rd, Snowmass

○ Aug 24 7:30am-10:30am Wagner Park, Aspen

○ Appointments available at Community Health Services

● Work with Community Partners to Host targeted clinics in Fall/Winter

○ Target newly eligible students, incoming winter employees, and at risk/hesitant 

populations

○ ASD, Aspen Country Day, Ski CO, Viceroy, religious centers, etc. 

https://covid19.pitkincounty.com/vaccine/clinic-info/




COVID-19 Monitoring and Data Updates
John Anderson



Updated COVID-19 Risk Status

● Aligned our COVID-19 Risk Status with the CDC Community Transmission Metric
○ Provides evidence for basis of Pitkin County Public Health healthy best practices and mask 

recommendations
○ Pitkin County Public Health and CDPHE are still monitoring local and regional hospital capacity to 

determine required mitigation strategies
○ Consistency across the United States for residents and visitors
○ Blog post explaining updated Risk Status and monitoring
○ CDC Community Transmission Metric levels posted on our COVID-19 homepage and COVID-19 

Status webpage.
○ CDC thresholds displayed on our COVID-19 Hospital Capacity and Key Metrics dashboard

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#county-view
https://covid19.pitkincounty.com/pitkin-county-adopts-cdc-community-transmission-metric/
https://covid19.pitkincounty.com/
https://covid19.pitkincounty.com/covid-status/
https://covid19.pitkincounty.com/covid-status/


Case & Testing Dashboard Updates

● Added information about cases among fully vaccinated and unvaccinated 
residents

○ Summary scorecard displaying total number of fully vaccinated COVID-19 cases and percentage 
of total cases since 4/1/2021

○ Graph showing 28-day cumulative incidence rate among fully vaccinated and unvaccinated Pitkin 
County residents

○ Added symptoms among fully vaccinated cases

● Added graph of weekly variant cases
● Blog post explaining Case & Testing Dashboard Updates

https://covid19.pitkincounty.com/new-covid-19-dashboard-additions/


School and Childcare Guidance 
Recommendations and Requirements

Jordana Sabella, Public Health Director



Goals
● Keep kids and staff in school to the greatest extent possible.

● Prevent transmission of COVID-19 within the school and childcare setting.

● Create a learning environment where everyone feels both emotionally and 
physically safe.



Philosophy
● In May 2021, the U.S. News and World Report ranked Pitkin County the 

seventh healthiest community in the United States. Of the top 25 healthiest 
communities in this report, Pitkin County had the lowest death rate during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Working in partnership with community leaders to 
take appropriate preventive measures has proved protective for our 
community. 

https://www.usnews.com/news/healthiest-communities/rankings


CDC Guidance
Promote Vaccination6

● Vaccination is the leading public health prevention strategy.

Consistent and Correct Mask Use6

● “Given new evidence on the B.1.617.2 (Delta) variant, CDC has updated the guidance for fully 
vaccinated people. CDC recommends universal indoor masking for all teachers, 
staff, students, and visitors to K-12 schools, regardless of vaccination status. 
Children should return to full-time in-person learning in the fall with layered prevention 
strategies in place.”

● In general, people do not need to wear masks outdoors.  

Physical Distancing6

● Implement physical distancing to the extent possible.
● Do not exclude students from in-person learning to keep a minimum distance requirement.
● When feasible, maintain at least 3 feet of distance within the classroom. When not possible, 

layer other prevention strategies such as masking, screening testing, etc.

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated.html


CDC Guidance
Other Prevention Strategies6

● Screening programs should test at least once a week and report results within 24 
hrs. 

● Improve Ventilation - open multiple doors and windows, make changes to HVAC 
or air filtration systems.

● Handwashing & Respiratory etiquette - teach and reinforce behaviors.
● Stay home when sick and get tested if symptomatic .
● Contact tracing in combination with isolation and quarantine.
● Cleaning & Disinfecting - once a day is usually enough to sufficiently remove 

potential virus on surfaces.
 

Overall CDC Recommendation: Localities should monitor community 
transmission, vaccination coverage, screening testing, and occurrence of outbreaks to 
guide decisions on the level of layered prevention strategies.6



CDPHE Guidance
Key Points7

● Emphasizes population based strategy and layered precautionary 
measures.

● Framed as guide to operationalize CDC guidance.
● Vaccination is our best defense against COVID.
● Continue to isolate positive cases, contact tracing and quarantine 

dependent on population protective factors and risk of exposure.
● Continue infection prevention strategies: hand washing, routine cleaning, 

good ventilation, staying home when sick, encourage activities outdoors.
● Consider low risk and high risk exposures.



American Academy of Pediatrics Guidance
● 2020-2021: Advocating for in-person learning, but acknowledged many 

schools, where the virus is widespread, will need to adopt virtual lessons and 
is calling for more federal funding to support both models.8

● 2021-2022: Advocating for in-person learning with universal masking for all 
students over the age of 2 and staff, regardless of vaccination status.9

August 10, 2021 AAP Colorado Chapter Letter to CDPHE

“On behalf of our nearly 800 pediatric members statewide, we urge you to act now in the best interest of the young people in our state by 

requiring universal masking in all Colorado schools and child care settings.”

https://www.aappublications.org/news/2020/07/10/schoolreentrysafety071020
https://services.aap.org/en/pages/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19-infections/clinical-guidance/covid-19-planning-considerations-return-to-in-person-education-in-schools/


Considerations for Pitkin County 
● Level of community transmission4: High (140.8/100,000 over a 7 day period)

● COVID-19 vaccination coverage rate10: 62% of Pitkin County residents fully 
vaccinated, 65% 12-17 year olds fully vaccinated, 0% 0-11 year olds fully vaccinated

● Use of screening testing program3: Recommended for higher risk situations, 
turnaround time important

● COVID outbreaks4: No outbreaks at summer camps or childcare facilities this summer 
within Pitkin County to-date, but mask adherence was high when indoors, and prevalence 
of COVID-19 was low

● Delta Variant: Now the predominant variant, more transmissible, likely increased risk of 
hospitalization

https://covid19.pitkincounty.com/covid-data-dashboards/covid-19-stats/
https://covid19.pitkincounty.com/covid-data-dashboards/vaccination-stats/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/testing-overview.html
https://covid19.pitkincounty.com/covid-data-dashboards/covid-19-stats/


School & Child Care Recommendations for Pitkin County
● Promote Vaccination for eligible students, staff and families46

● Continue infection prevention strategies: Hand washing, routine cleaning, good 
ventilation, encourage activities outside47

● Stay Home When Sick, regardless of vaccination status. Test to return.47

● Screening Testing Program: Use for higher risk situations3

● Physical Distancing: Implement to the extent possible47

● Transportation: Masking required on busses per federal law48

● Isolation: Isolate positive cases49

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/planning/school-located-clinics/how-schools-can-support.html
https://www.transportation.gov/safety/mask-travel-guidance


School & Child Care Recommendations for Pitkin County (cont.)

Require universal masking indoors to limit the need to identify contacts or 
quarantine for classroom exposures.

● Require masks for all in the school setting, no quarantine for classroom exposure

● Will greatly reduce the risk for outbreaks and hospitalizations50

● For consideration: If a school can reach 70+% fully vaccinated, can be mask free with no 
quarantine if incidence is below 50 cumulative cases per 100,000 population in the past 
7 days

● Quarantine and/or testing are tools for higher risk exposures

● Plan to evaluate school cases and transmission in school districts with different policies, 
and adjust as necessary.

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/science/science-briefs/masking-science-sars-cov2.html


Additional Guidance for High Risk Settings

● High Risk Sports
● Cafeteria and Lunchroom
● Band, Orchestra, Choir



For Discussion

Recommendation: Require universal masking in all school and childcare 
settings effective August 18th. 

For consideration:

● If at least 70% of the total population (i.e. students, teachers, and staff) at the 
facility or entity are fully vaccinated, and

● the Pitkin County Incidence Rate is less than 50 cases per 100,000 persons in 
the past 7 days, and 

● the facility or entity has consulted with Pitkin County Public Health, the 
facility can be exempt from the masking requirement as long as the conditions 
above continue to be met. 



School and Childcare Partners
David Baugh, Aspen School District Superintendent

Brian Davies, Aspen Country Day School Chief Operations Officer
Robin Strecker, Kids First Child Care Health Consultant

Michael Hayes, Compass Executive Director



For Discussion

Recommendation: Require universal masking in all school and childcare 
settings effective August 18th.  

For consideration:

● If at least 70% of the total population (i.e. students, teachers, and staff) at the 
facility or entity are fully vaccinated, and

● the Pitkin County Incidence Rate is less than 50 cases per 100,000 persons in 
the past 7 days, and 

● the facility or entity has consulted with Pitkin County Public Health, the 
facility or entity can be exempt from the masking requirement as long as the 
conditions above continue to be met. 



COVID Planning & Partnership Update for a 
Successful Fall and Winter

Jordana Sabella, Public Health Director



Round Robin







Resources & Citations
[1] Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, CDC indicators and thresholds for risk of introduction and 
transmission of COVID-19 in schools

[2] Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment, Vaccine Data Dashboard [updated daily]

[3] Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Overview of Testing for SARS-CoV-2 (COVID-19) [updated 07/1/21]

[4] Pitkin County Public Health, Case & Testing Data Dashboard [updated daily]

[5] Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Science Brief: Transmission of SARS-CoV-2 in K-12 Schools and Early 
Care and Education Programs [updated 07/09/21]

[6] Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Guidance for COVID-19 Prevention in K-12 Schools [updated 07/9/21]

[7] Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment, Practical Guide for Operationalizing CDC’s School 
Guidance [updated 07/20/21]

[8] American Academy of Pediatrics, AAP, education groups stress the importance of safety in school reopening

[9] American Academy of Pediatrics, COVID-19 Guidance for Safe Schools, 2021-2022 School Year

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/community/schools-childcare/indicators-thresholds-table.pdf
https://covid19.colorado.gov/vaccine-data-dashboard
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/testing-overview.html
https://covid19.pitkincounty.com/covid-data-dashboards/covid-19-stats/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/science/science-briefs/transmission_k_12_schools.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/k-12-guidance.html
https://covid19.colorado.gov/practical-guide-for-operationalizing-cdc-school-guidance
https://www.aappublications.org/news/2020/07/10/schoolreentrysafety071020
https://services.aap.org/en/pages/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19-infections/clinical-guidance/covid-19-planning-considerations-return-to-in-person-education-in-schools/


Resources & Citations (cont.)
[10] Pitkin County Public Health, COVID-19 Vaccination Dashboard [updated daily]

[11] Georgia Department of Public Health, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, COVID-19 Response 
Team, Epidemic Intelligence Service, SARS-CoV-2 Transmission and Infection Among Attendees of an Overnight Camp 
— Georgia, June 2020

[12] American Academy of Pediatrics, Children and COVID-19: State Data Report [updated 07/15/21]

[13] Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Provisional COVID-19 Deaths by Sex and Age [updated 07/21/21]

[14] Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Health Department-Reported Cases of Multisystem Inflammatory 
Syndrome in Children (MIS-C) in the United States  

[15] Center for Infectious Disease Research and Policy at University of Minnesota, Delta COVID-19 variant now 
83% of US cases

[16] National Infection Service, Public Health England (PHE), Increased household transmission of COVID-19 cases 
associated with SARS-CoV-2 Variant of Concern B.1.617.2: a national case-control study

[17] Guangdong Provincial Center for Diseases Control and Prevention, Viral infection and transmission in a large 
well-traced outbreak caused by the Delta SARS-CoV-2 variant

https://covid19.pitkincounty.com/covid-data-dashboards/vaccination-stats/
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/mm6931e1.htm
https://downloads.aap.org/AAP/PDF/AAP%20and%20CHA%20-%20Children%20and%20COVID-19%20State%20Data%20Report%207.15%20FINAL.pdf
https://data.cdc.gov/NCHS/Provisional-COVID-19-Deaths-by-Sex-and-Age/9bhg-hcku
https://www.cdc.gov/mis/cases/index.html
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/news-perspective/2021/07/delta-covid-19-variant-now-83-us-cases
https://khub.net/documents/135939561/405676950/Increased+Household+Transmission+of+COVID-19+Cases+-+national+case+study.pdf/7f7764fb-ecb0-da31-77b3-b1a8ef7be9aa
https://virological.org/t/viral-infection-and-transmission-in-a-large-well-traced-outbreak-caused-by-the-delta-sars-cov-2-variant/724
https://virological.org/t/viral-infection-and-transmission-in-a-large-well-traced-outbreak-caused-by-the-delta-sars-cov-2-variant/724
https://virological.org/t/viral-infection-and-transmission-in-a-large-well-traced-outbreak-caused-by-the-delta-sars-cov-2-variant/724


Resources & Citations (cont.)
[18] CNBC, Delta variant is one of the most infectious respiratory diseases known, CDC director says

[19] Public Health England, SARS-CoV-2 variants of concern and variants under investigation in England Technical 
briefing 15 

[20] Public Health England et al., Effectiveness of Covid-19 Vaccines against the B.1.617.2 (Delta) Variant

[21] CNN, The Delta variant is so contagious, those unprotected will likely get it, a Trump administration FDA chief says

[22] NPR, Where Are The Newest COVID Hot Spots? Mostly Places With Low Vaccination Rates

[23] Fox 16 News Little Rock, Arkansas Children’s Hospital sees record number of COVID-19 hospitalizations

[24] News 10 Tampa Bay, Johns Hopkins reports uptick in COVID hospitalizations of children

[25] News 6 Omaha, Children’s Hospital says more young children are being hospitalized with COVID-19

[26] News 4 Greenville, MUSC Children’s Hospital pediatric ICU ‘beyond capacity’ with COVID and ‘winter viruses’

[27] News 8 Des Moines, RSV, other illnesses keep Blank Children's Hospital full, doctor says masks should be worn this 
fall

https://www.cnbc.com/2021/07/22/delta-variant-is-one-of-the-most-infectious-respiratory-diseases-known-cdc-director-says-.html
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/993879/Variants_of_Concern_VOC_Technical_Briefing_15.pdf
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMoa2108891
https://www.cnn.com/2021/07/18/health/us-coronavirus-sunday/index.html
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2021/07/09/1014512213/covid-is-surging-in-new-hotspots-driven-by-low-vaccination-rates
https://www.nwahomepage.com/lifestyle/health/coronavirus/arkansas-childrens-sees-record-number-of-covid-19-hospitalizations/
https://www.wtsp.com/article/news/health/coronavirus/covid-in-children-johns-hopkins-hospitalizations/67-728133c6-63e3-42ed-896f-e336bb75c42a
https://www.wowt.com/2021/07/16/childrens-hospital-says-more-young-children-are-being-hospitalized-with-covid-19-urging-schools-mandate-masks/
https://www.wyff4.com/article/musc-childrens-hospital-pediatric-icu-beyond-capacity-with-covid-and-winter-viruses/37101438
https://www.kcci.com/article/blank-childrens-hospital-is-full-doctor-says-masks-should-be-worn-this-fall/37071421#


Resources & Citations (cont.)
[28] News 4 Oklahoma, Oklahoma health leaders call out Gov. Stitt’s administration, legislature as COVID-19 cases, 
hospitalizations rise, say Delta variant could make school year rough

[29] Ohio Hospital Association, OHA COVID-19 Hospitalizations Dashboard

[30] Healthline, If More Adults Don’t Get Vaccinated, More Kids Will Develop COVID-19

[31] European Respiratory Journal, Risk factors for long covid in previously hospitalised children using the ISARIC 
Global follow-up protocol: A prospective cohort study

[32] Department of Woman and Child Health and Public Health, Fondazione Policlinico Universitario et al., 
Preliminary Evidence on Long COVID in children

[33] Institute for Health Informatics, University College London, Prevalence of persistent symptoms in children 
during the COVID-19 pandemic: evidence from a household cohort study in England and Wales

[34] Mayo Clinic, Coronavirus infection by race: What's behind the health disparities?

[35] McCall et al., The relationship between encephalitis lethargica and influenza: A critical analysis
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